
 

Our charter school conference in Calgary last week presented many interesting 
�L�G�H�D�V���� �� �,�� �D�P�� �F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G�� �W�R�� �V�K�D�U�H�� �W�K�H�P�� �Z�L�W�K�� �\�R�X�� �D�V�� �\�R�X�� �D�U�H�� �\�R�X�U�� �F�K�L�O�G�·�V�� �I�L�U�V�W�� �D�Q�G��
most important teacher.  Our keynote speaker Alvin Law , a man with no arms as a 
result of thalidomide, reminded us that anything is possible if we apply ourselves.   
�7�K�L�V���D�P�D�]�L�Q�J���P�D�Q���Z�R�Q���D�Q���D�Z�D�U�G���R�Q�H���\�H�D�U���I�R�U���E�H�L�Q�J���&�D�Q�D�G�D�·�V���W�R�S���W�U�R�P�E�R�Q�H���S�O�D�\�H�U������
Imagine - no arms!  When everyone else gave up on him including his own parents, 
his foster parents did not see him as an invalid.  They did not make the mistake of 
doing things for him.  They fostered independence and as he learned each new 
skill his confidence and self -esteem was strengthened.  He gained control of his 
environment.   With his challenges in life he has managed to have a beautiful wife, 
�D�� �V�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �K�L�V�� �W�Z�H�Q�W�L�H�V�� �� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V�� �J�L�Y�H�� �P�R�W�L�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�� �V�S�H�H�F�K�H�V�� �W�R�� �L�Q�V�S�L�U�H�«�D�Q�G�� �K�H��
did.  
 

Another speaker, Martha Kaufeldt , shared ways that we can apply current      
research on the brain to maximize learning. The brain grows and adapts in        
response to external stimuli and that to promote learning we need to pay         
attention to at least three key elements:  
1) Less Stress �³ �V�W�U�H�V�V�� �R�U�� �S�H�U�F�H�L�Y�H�G�� �W�K�U�H�D�W�� �F�D�Q�� �P�L�Q�L�P�L�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �E�U�D�L�Q�·�V�� �F�D�S�D�E�L�O�L�W�L�H�V�� �W�R��
learn.  Under stress brains are less likely of being creative, seeing or hearing         
environmental clues, remembering and accessing prior learning, engaging in complex 
tasks, sorting and filtering out unimportant data, planning and mentally rehearsing,  
detecting patterns, and communicating effectively.  It is important that students know 
the agenda, purpose and game plan to reduce confusion. By creating a safe and secure   
climate and environment at school and home and promoting personal relationships and 
social skills brains will keep learning joyful.  

 2) Do the Real Thing �³  by providing multi -sensory experiences in enriched environ-
ments with complex, interactive, first -hand learning experiences.   Critical thinkers or 
�H�I�I�H�F�W�L�Y�H�� �Z�U�L�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V�� �Z�R�Q�·�W�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�� �Z�L�W�K�� �Q�D�U�U�R�Z�� �W�D�V�N�V�� �W�R�� �H�P�S�K�D�V�L�]�H�� �U�R�W�H��
memorization alone; rather students need to take part in complex, meaningful projects 
that require sustained engagement and collaboration.  
3) Use it or Lose It!  Actively processing new learning in a variety of ways such as 
through word, picture, music, logic, body, nature, people or self activities increases 
long-term retention.  Learning is strengthened by structuring frequent opportunities 
for students to do reflection on the product and process of their learning by way of 
journaling, visualizing, discussions, reproductions, role playing or graphic organizers.  
Reflection activities will prompt the brain to re -stimulate new connections among the 
neurons, which helps strengthen them.  Provide daily activities that allow students a 
choice in how they process and store new knowledge along with providing a variety of 
collaboration opportunities.  
 

Sounds very similar to the Suzuki Approach!  For more information on brain compatible 

learning that could be applied to home practi ce and homework refer to Martha 

�.�D�X�I�H�O�G�W�·�V�����Z�H�E�V�L�W�H��www.beginwiththebrain.com                  Mme Goulet 

 

Important Dates  

Nov 1  �6�R�E�H�\�·�V���&�H�U�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�H�V���)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U��
 Begins  

Nov 5  Assembly 9 am C4, F4, G4, P4, 
 V4 WEAR YOUR SUZUKI TSHIRT 
 Pizza Lunch  

Nov 10  Remembrance Day Assembly 
 10:45 am �² DRESS IN RED  

Nov 11  Remembrance Day �² NO SCHOOL  

Nov 12  Pizza Lunch  

Nov 16  Parent Advisory Mtg 7 pm Fargos  

Nov 19  Board Mtg 6:45  
 Pizza Lunch  

Nov 26  Annual General Meeting  
 Term 1 Report Cards  
 Pizza Lunch  
 CRAZY HAT DAY  

Nov 27  PLC �² NO SCHOOL  

SCS SILENT AUCTION is coming!SCS SILENT AUCTION is coming!   
Our silent auction will take place to     

coincide with our  
15th Anniversary Celebration   

May 14th, 2010 . 
As one of our four major fundraisers for 

the year, we hope everyone will start  
collecting items early for this event. 

Items can be anything from  gift cards 
and donations from businesses, baskets, 
items and donations from individuals, and 

even used items in excellent condition. 
(These items will be vetted for quality and safety.)   

 

New for this year �³ we will begin bidding 
on-line prior to the event and have final 

bidding and announce winners on the 14th.  
Happy collecting!  

�3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�·�V���0�H�V�V�D�J�H 
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